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At a coherence of. Ministerial Dirhctorj zt t * in Halle 

on 16 April 1947$ I he head of tha j'oat&l am C oflanuaica b tens Depart- 
siont* S&lvlaski* presided .s fb,e situation of the various parts of the 
co:mr;pnlca Mans sat *ip ur o discussed .and reported upon* and a general 
dlscuvslon of special questions f qlio&ad * 



the five lavgest of the thirty-th 
the coTanmoic ^ tioa system was order 
sequence p 1506 kilometers of tolep, 
seventy-two additional in 1947. u 
stallations had to be released, as 
1164 kilometers of telephone trunk 
usable,, Of these lines, about g;i>J 
occupation forces, so that at mo nr 
available to the Gorman population* 


;8 pre-war telephone offices were destroyed and 
-d reduced by the Potsdam Agreement* In con- 
)x>m trunk lines mm dismantled .la 1946 and 
liective repeater and frequency-; earing in- 
as 24,000 desk telephones <> Today only 
Linos exist, and only about half of these are 
} S percent have been requisitioned by the 
ten percent of previous traffic lines are 


About forty percent of the Jin© capacity is it- us a* She nuaibor of 
connecting keys w&a sat at 3 to ^C0 (oae.counoeolon for every 200 
inhabitants).^ but - in the cv&e of the largor cities Halle and Mogde- 
burg $ a more favorable &r?h ngoment set the ratio at 2 to X00* Be- 
cause of this reduction of service* individual calls are very 
difficult and have to be limited in time * and telephone costs nave 
risen proportionately* 


Interzonal telephone traffic is permitted only by the occupation 
forces after special application and exhaustive investigation* 1 
land; Sarcony-Anhalt* up to April 194? * only 117 persons . had been 
allowed interzonal conversations . 
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Is fcol^r’Eted tacitly by SMA backus e t was ovidczit tha without 
tsl&graphts cornaunication German governsnent offices could not 
execute" Russian orders promptly. The lines in Saxony- -Anhalt are 
controlled, by the police, but equipment and personnel are admin- 
jstered by the government* The Land system is connected with the 
Soviet Zone system, the Central Administration., and tfca office of 
&DN (AHgenelne Deutsches Hachrichtenbttro) * 

The supply situation rnd its difficulties ware summarised * All 
material on hand at the time of the German surrender *:ns seized, 
and all material that had' come from military supplies had to oe 
siirrendarcd to the occupying powers as- war booty* Present quotas 
for maintenance and construction are so small that they will not 
permit continuance of communications traffic* 

The German Postal Service is not administered by the Postal and 
Cosmrnica tiens Department but ha% its own separate administrative 
and financial office 3 v The number of former Basis In pest office 
positions was estimated as seventeen percent; the post of rice had 
been particularly infiltrated with Basis. Cooperation between 
the Post Office and the Postal Department wa.c described as diffi- 
cult because cf the bureaucratic character’ which still prevails • 
in the Post Office v 

In the radio network, the Land broadcasting station Bernburg <D?6) 
was rebuilt , - principally under the Postal and Communications . 
Department ausuicos , since the Postal Service .alone was not al l- 
to" handle the work* Difficulties in restoring radio equipment 
were dlscussedj It v/as pointed out that no factory for radio tubes 
exists in the Russian Zoneeand that goods to barter for tubes from 
the West were virtually non-existent. Radio restoration for the 
civilian sector is depandent upon the approval of licenses by »&A» 
Special arrangements were to be irade for providing radios to the 
blind, since that Is their only means of political reorientation. 

Until the summer of 1946, the weather service had been under the 
Postal and Communications department} it is now tmdor the x'enartment 
of Agriculture and Forestry, About seventy-five percent of necessary 
reconstruction has been completed . 

Sours® apparently rsfera to production for e@rs»Ji civilian 
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